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UPS and Downs 
By Larry Purkey 

P erhaps the most abused word to come 
out of the 60’s besides LOVE was the 

word PEACE. There was a gesture for it, a sign 
for it, and it replaced the term GOOD-BYE for 
millions of people. 

Another 60’s phrase was “Stop the world, I want 
to get off!” Indeed, another 60’s phrase encour-
aged people to do just that: “Tune in, turn on, 
and dropout.” Has the attitude of escapism be-
come non-existent today? There are millions of 
people who dread getting up in the morning, 
who don’t know if or how they are going to sur-
vive the day. I am not speaking of the clinically 
depressed, but of people who let life and its dai-
ly events get the upper hand and thus allow 
themselves to follow paths of quiet desperation 

 

O ne summer in the early 1930’s my 
mom’s family went to an amusement 

park in Canton, Ohio, called Myers Lake. Erect-
ed well before Cedar Point, King’s Island, and 
Six Flags, my mother and her six siblings 
looked so forward to the one day a year when 
her parents would cram them into their Stutz-
Bearcat and traverse the 45 miles just in time to 
meet their Canton cousins at the entry gate at 
10:00 opening time. 

By the virtue of reaching her 10th birthday in 
January, Mom was adamant she was ready to 
tackle the biggest ride offered—the Roller 
Coaster. She had already mastered the Octopus, 

the Tilt-a-Whirl, and Laugh in the Dark. “Are 
you sure, Mavourneen?” inquired my grandfa-
ther. But his headstrong fourth born had her 
mind made up. 

A fter the first hill and subsequent dip, 
mom turned to grandpa: “If you don’t 

stop this thing now, I’ll drop my left shoe over 
the side!” He told her, “Honey, they won’t stop 
the ride if you kick both your shoes overboard! 
Now, hang on!” 

 

L ike Mavourneen, we are on the ride for 
the duration of our lives. As Christians, 

there is no “getting off” or “dropping out”. We 
have all had days when everything “goes 
wrong”. But we have the Bible and prayer for 
our aids as well as our Christian brothers and 
sisters. Think of the lyric, “blessed assurance, 
Jesus is mine!” A rapturous foretaste, indeed. 

A nd there is no invisible scale somewhere 
that decides you have had enough of a 

good time to put some nastiness in your life to 
balance out the yin and the yang. The Bible 
doesn’t hold a windfall or disaster in your future 
to keep your scales balanced. The Bible tells us 
the rain falls on the good and bad alike (Matt. 
5:45). 

 

W here is the sense in looking for rea-
sons behind what happens in life? 

That way madness lies. When poor Aunt Martha 



L ife is life in all its variegated manifesta-
tions. Please remember God is in 

charge. We can’t pray: “Thy will be done” if we 
don’t mean it. When Jesus gave the model pray-
er it wasn’t, ” . . . thy will be done as long as it 
doesn’t conflict with my desires.” 
 

H ow terrible that people choose palm 
readers and astrology, looking to un-

derstand what to avoid in their lives or to plan a 
daily game plan of survival. For Christians, 
when we are troubled about ourselves, our fami-
ly, our nation, our species, we can allow the 

balm of these words to steal over our souls: 
 
 
 

“ Peace I leave you, my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid. (Jn. 14:27) 
We are all on the roller-coast of life. God pro-
vides backbones of steel through Jesus Christ, 
His son. Take advantage of His bounty.. 

THIS WEEK 25 February 

2018  DUTY ROSTER 
NEXT WEEK  04 March 2018 

AM  AM 

Leroy  SONG LEADER  Leroy 

Rupert  ANNOUNCEMENTS  Robert 

Rupert 
SCRIPTURE & 

PRAYER 
Robert 

Robert & Rupert  AM SERVERS  Robert & Reinhold 

Robert  LORD’S SUPPER  Reinhold 

Danny  PREACHING  Danny 

Leroy  CLOSING PRAYER  Reinhold 

Today’s Songs 

Song 1       (675)  I Am Resolved  

Song 2       (364)  Nearer My God to Thee  

Song 3       (674)  Have You Been To Jesus? 

Song 4       (649)  BaƩle Hymn of the Republic  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Robin & Shirley will be away from the 1st March and returning 10th March 2018 

Title & Opening Scripture  “Spirit of Belief” • Num 14:20‐24 

Other Scriptures  •Num 13:25‐32 •Heb 3:7‐11 •Heb 3:17f •Heb 3:11‐14 •Heb 4:1‐

3 •Heb 4:6 •Dan 6:3 • • • • • • • • 

Sunday School Teachers 

04th March  Tannie Stef 

11th March  ChrisƟne 

18th March  Derese 

25th March  AntoineƩe 

25th February  Combined 

“Eats” Roster March 2018 

   

   

   

   

25th February  ChrisƟne, Sandy, Esmari, Lindie 

Rain 

Margie 

All Those Suffering Silently 

 Ethan from Benoni 

SA Bible College 

George CongregaƟon 

Megan & Stephanie 

Sandy    19 Feb 

Julian     19 Feb 

CharloƩe  19 Feb 

Harry     11 Mar 

If You Can, Please Donate a 5Lt BoƩle of 

Water for the People in Malmesbury 

Kristy & Rupert   12 Mar 

Edda      24 Mar 

Please send any relevant informa on for this Bulle n to somebody.else@anywhere.com 


